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Student Association modifies who can be president 


Changes are made to S.A. Constitution restricting future election candidates 


By Anna Kochien 
Staff Writer 


The Student Association 
Executive Board’s efforts to 
amend the Constitution trig- 
gered lively dialogue during the 
April 16 meeting. The discussion 
between students and E-Board 
members lasted for nearly 40 
minutes. Eventually, the deci- 
sion was made to postpone. the 
vote until the April 23 meet- 
ing where—after some adjust- 
ments—it passed. 

The controversial changes 
in Article 7 originally required 
future S.A. presidents and vice 
presidents to serve a year as Sen- 
ate or Cabinet members prior to 
election. It also bans them from 
commitments within the Fire 
and Rescue Department, Resi- 
dence Life Office, varsity athlet- 
ics and The Defender. 

The E-board announced the 
Constitution revisions to the S.A. 
during the meeting April 9 and 
posted the changes on the S.A. 
website, giving the students and 
Senators time to contact them 
with questions. After a week of 
silence from the student body, 
the E-board expected the Consti- 
tution revisions to be passed dur- 
ing the April 16 meeting. 

Gracie Barney, 2014 class 
president-elect, voiced her frus- 
trations with the Article 7 revi- 
sions. 

“Tm really proud of the 
S.A. this year because I feel like 
they’re actually trying to make 
it better, but I think that it’s just 
coming off a little lost in transla- 
tion,” Barney said. 

As soon as the floor was 
open for discussion, Cheray 
101 was suddenly reverberating 
with students concerns. A few 
attempts were made by the Sen- 
ate to re-word the Article 7 revi- 
sions, but the rushed additions 
could not gather the two-thirds 
majority vote necessary to pass. 

Current S.A. president, Mi- 
chael Fay,.’13, said he was frus- 
trated by student reactions at the 
meeting. 

“To. have been accessible 
for the entire week, only to have 
several concerns that were not 
raised during the allotted time 
confound the voting process 


in the llth hour is extremely 
frustrating for everyone on the 
Cabinet, because at that point we 


can’t help the senators propose - | 


well formatted amendments,” 
Fay said. 

’ Fay said he hoped that the 
lengthy and ineffective meeting 
would stimulate communication 
about the Constitution between 
the executive officers and S.A. 
members— but after the meet- 
ing only one person reached out 
to the E-Board. 

T.J. Londregan, °13, was 
vocal in his opposition to the 
revision throughout the April 16 
meeting. He was particularly up- 
set about the rule that would re- 
quire S.A. presidential and vice 
presidential candidates to have a 
year of previous experience .on 
the E-Board. 

“The policy that we need to 
have more rigid rules on elec- 
tions is an insult,” Londregan 
said. “It’s saying that we, as a 
government body, young adults, 
can’t make an intelligent deci- 
sion who our next leader should 
bes: 

Fay initially argued that, 
without any prior knowledge of 
how the S.A. operates, it would 
be difficult to fulfill the S.A. 
president’s obligations _ suffi- 
ciently. 


4 “The policy that 


we need to have 
more rigid rules 
on elections is an 
insult.” | 

T.J. Londregan,’13 


“There is a huge learning 
curve,” Fay said. “Anyone who 
lacks solid familiarity with the 
S.A. meetings and how they 
operate will make that learning 
curve significantly steeper to the 
point where it will hurt the can- 
didate’s ability to perform their 
duties.” 

Londregan said that the sys- 
tem works the way it is, recalling 
that, in past elections, those who 
had no SA experience and were 
unqualified did not get elected. 

Another influence on the 
revisions was that an increas- 
ing amount of candidates have 


been running for S.A. president 
and vice president and, simul- 
taneously, a declining amount 
of students have been voting in 
the elections. This has resulted 
in more write-in candidates and 
special elections—a problem 
the E-Board was attempting to 
mend. 

But in last week’s meeting, 
it was Fay who moved to remove 
this portion of Article 7—which 
led to revisions being passed. 

“T am 100 percent in favor 
of all future presidents and vice 
presidents having S.A. experi- 
ence,” Fay said. “At the same 
time, if the Senate felt it was 
better to put that determination 
in the hands of the voters, I trust 
them to make that call.” 

Fay was motivated to put 


‘this rule in the constitution af- 


ter he was unexpectedly forced 
to give up his resident assistant 
position. 

At first Fay tried to chal- 
lenge the rule and remain both 
an resident assistant and S.A. 
president, but over the year he 
has seen how much time the 
presidency demands— as has 
his fellow E-board member and 
Secretary of Athletics, Chris 
Moskal, 713: 

“T’ve seen how much work 
Mike has put into it this year and 
if you have somebody that has 
other stuff going on then they’re 
not going to be able to do a good 
job,” Moskal said. 

Some students and senators 
were concerned that banning 
candidates who simultaneously 





Photo by Jean-Marie McGrath 
The St. Michael’s Student Association meets in Cheray 101 Tuesday, 
April 16 to discuss constitution revisions and bylaws. 


serve as president and the De- 
fender editor would be unfair 
and exclusive. Next fall’s Sec- 
retary of Student Policy, Trevor 
Brown, ’15, knows the revisions 
well since he helped the E-board 
craft them. 

“With the Defender, at 
times, it may be a conflict of 
interest just because of how in- 
timately the president and vice 
president of the S.A. interact 
with the different boards and 
organizations of the school,” 
Brown said. 

For media studies and digi- 
tal arts majors, a concentration 
in journalism requires students 
to take the Defender. When stu- 
dents asked about this issue, the 
E-Board suggested it was the 
journalism students’ responsibil- 


ities to plan out their schedules 


in advance so that they wouldn’t 
have to take the Defender senior 
year. pa 
Barney, who is. a media -— 
studies and digital arts major and 
the Class of 2014 president-elect, 
questioned this decision. _ 

“T didn’t know I was run- 
ning for president until five days 
before the election,” Barney 
said, “how are you expecting me 
to map out my entire college ca- 
reer in order to play out this posi- 
tion?” 

But the second portion of 
the Article 7 revisions stirred no 
objections in last week’s meet- 
ing, and as soon as the one year 
experience requirement was re- 
moved, the Constitution changes - 
passed without debate. 
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Budget cuts loom Electricity competition hits campus 


A six percent college-wide decrease likely for next year 


By Andrew Caringi 
Arts Editor 


A staff email in December 
reported the possibility of St. Mi- 
chael’s being left with a $1.3 mil- 
lion deficit at the end of this year. 
Since then the college has closed 
this gap in its income statement 


completely, with a small surplus: 


_ or breakeven being projected by 
Vice President of Finance Neal 
Robinson. 

This May however, the fi- 
nance offices will propose a 
budget calling for a 6 percent 
college-wide cut in general sup- 
plies and expenses next year. 
This means the operating budget 
for all departments will likely be 
diminished, according to Robin- 
son. 

There are two main factors, 
highlighted in the staff email, 
which caused the original deficit 
reported in December. The first 
was the rise in the financial aid 
discount rate for incoming stu- 
dents. The original rate budget- 
ed for was 44 percent, but due to 
rising tuition costs the rate was 
increased to 49 percent. 

Along with this came an in- 
crease in study abroad students 
for this current spring semester. 
There were approximately 39 
students more than originally 
budgeted for at the beginning 
of the year, due to the college’s 
prediction that study abroad en- 
rollment would decline. This 
prediction was based on national 
statistics that point towards a 
national decline in study abroad 
enrollment, according to the 
staff email. 

While every department 
will likely be receiving some 
sort of budget cuts next year, it 
is unknown which departments 
will have to take the largest cuts, 
according to Robinson. 

“Obviously, an area like 
admissions we don’t want to cut 
their budget if it means they have 
to reduce their travel,” Robinson 
said. “We don’t want that kind of 
cut to occur. That’s why it won’t 
be a straight 6 percent cut across 
the board. It needs to be thought 
out.” 

These cuts are a stark con- 
trast to the normal 2 percent 
increase that most departments 


receive each year. But because 
of the looming deficit, all de- 
partment budgets are currently 
frozen, meaning there will be no 
increase in any operating bud- 
gets next year. 

Athletics is one department 
that will see a rise in operating 
costs next year, due to outside 
expenses. The NE-10 is cur- 
rently proposing an increase in 
league officiating fees, set to be- 
gin next year, according to Rob- 
inson. 

St. Michael’s will also be 
finalizing an agreement with 
the bus company responsible for 
transporting larger teams, result- 
ing in an increase in expenses for 
the college, according to Robin- 
son. 

“There are these cuts, but 
these cuts are balancing out in- 
creases in a lot of targeted ar- 
eas,” said Director of Finance 
Mary Jane Russell. 

The current operating 
budget for the entire college is 
around $100 million, with finan- 
cial aid using approximately $30 
million, according to Russell. 

According to Robinson, 
roughly $500,000 needs to be 
trimmed from the college’s op- 
erating budget next year. 

These cuts have yet to be 
applied to specific departments 
because Financial Aid needs to 
know the size of the incoming 
freshmen class, according to 
Robinson. 

“Once we know our revenue 
side of the budget, that will tell 
us what our expenses can be,” 
Robinson said. 

One way the college can re- 
duce these cuts is by increasing 
its deductable on its insurance 
policies in order to receive a low- 
er premium. 

“We would still have the 
same basic coverage,” said Rob- 
inson. “But we’re self-insuring a 
little more by having higher de- 
ductibles.” 

One area that will not re- 
ceive any budget cuts next year 
is the Student Association. 

“We do everything we can 
not to allow such budget deci- 
sions to affect the student expe- 
rience,” said Dean of Students 
Dawn Ellinwood. 


Townhouses and Ethan Allen apartments try to lessen electricity consumption 


By Kerstin Middleton 
Staff Writer 


From April 8 to April 29, 
an electricity competition was 
held at St. Michael’s among the 
townhouses and the Ethan Al- 
len apartments. This is the third 
consecutive year that the compe- 
tition has been on campus. 

Siobhan Lavery, 711, a for- 
mer member of the Student As- 
sociation developed the idea for 
the competition in 2011 to pro- 
mote awareness about respon- 
sible electricity consumption 
and planning for the future. The 
competition was sponsored by 
the Office of Sustainability and 
the Student Association, and re- 
ceived help from the Green Up 
and Residence Life. 

“Heather Ellis-Lynch does 
most of the organizing, but 
Green Up members have volun- 
teered to be contact people for 
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each section of townhouses,” 
said Nora Stoelting, ’14, a mem- 
ber of the Green Up Club and a 
resident in the 100s townhouses. 

One way the electrical con- 
sumption is being measured is 
by “watts up” meters. 

“By testing one of these out, 
students are entered into a lot- 
tery for an equal exchange gift 
box,” Stoelting said. 

Every Monday, work study 
students in the Office of Sustain- 
ability check the meters for each 
section of the townhouses, Ethan 
Allen apartments and Hodson. 
The winner in each section with 
the lowest per capita electricity 
will win a local catered dinner 
from the Sugar Snap restaurant 
in Burlington. 

“This is a fun way to help 
the environment and save mon- 
ey,’ said Heather Ellis-Lynch, 
sustainability coordinator. “It’s 
important because most folks 


— seniors mainly — are going to 
have their own place in the near 
future where they are going to 
pay the bills and realize their im- 
pact.” 

While there are some stu- 
dents who are more interested 
in winning the competition than 
others, those who are currently 
in the lead are coming up with 
creative ways to reduce their 
electrical consumption. 

“We're taking it pretty seri- 
ously, but mostly for fun,” said 
Meghan NeNulty, 713, a resident 
of the 200s. “We use candles at 
night, and try really hard never 
to use lights. I even unscrewed 
the light bulb from inside our 
fridge. Two of us are environ- 
mental studies students so we 
think the competition is a great 
idea,” McNulty said. 


See ELECTRICITY on page 6 
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North Korean threats resonate with St. Michael’s community 


By Joe Cardello 
Staff Writer 


Over the past few months 
there has been a lot of clamor in 
American media regarding the 
recent threats from North Korea 
to use nuclear weapons. 

Kelsi Brett, °14, a St. Mi- 
chael’s student studying abroad 
in South Korea, said in an email 
that North Korea has been mak- 
ing these kinds of threats for 
years now. Because it has not 
acted on any of these threats, the 
people of South Korea are gener- 
ally unconcerned. 

“My roommate is Korean, 
although she grew up in Indone- 
sia,” Brett said. “And I asked her 
just the other day if her parents 
were worried at all. She laughed 
and said no, they weren’t.” 

Brett herself said she has lit- 
tle unease regarding the threats 
from North Korea, and she 
sometimes wonders if she should 
be more concerned. 

“To be honest I’ve been 
more concerned lately over the 
bombings at the Boston Mara- 








thon than I have about North Ko- 
rea,” Brett said. 

Brett said her parents do not 
express any anxiety about her 
being so close to the action, al- 
though she said she has a feeling 
they may be more worried than 
they’d let on. 

“The most concerned peo- 
ple I have seen in the past few 
weeks have not been Koreans, 
but rather other study abroad 
students,” Brett said. 

The reason behind the stu- 
dents’ uneasiness could be a lack 
of in-depth reporting by American 
media outlets, St. Michael’s history 
professor Ke-Wen Wang said. 

Wang said the American 
media coverage of North Korea 
has been too brief and has cre- 
ated a lot of commotion because 
of its lack of in-depth reports. If 
the media addressed the situa- 
tion fully, Wang said he thought 
there would be more understand- 
ing and a dispersing of Ameri- 
can’s fear. 

Wang added the current me- 
dia show a lack of understanding 
of the North Korean leadership 





A South Korean soldier (foreground) faces a North Korean soldier 
(background) across the line in the demilitarized zone. The tour group 
(not pictured) was advised not to point or make any gestures toward the 
Nerth as they may use them 2s propoganda against the South. 


as well as the country’s inten- 
tions in the international sphere. 
He said he believes the recent 
threats are just a part of Kim 
Jong-un’s political rhetoric. 

“The media portrays Kim 
Jong-un as crazy or mentally im- 
balanced,” Wang surmised. “It 
seems to me to be a calculated 
move.” 

Wang said he believes there 
seems to be some motivation for 
Kim Jong-un’s recent threats, 
although he is not certain what 
motives Kim Jong-un may be 
pursuing. 

“T think its obligatory rheto- 
ric, it does not mean they sud- 
denly became aggressive,” Wang 
said. “They felt obligated to re- 
spond to a threatening situation 
with some militant rhetoric as to 
satisfy their domestic audience.” 

Wang said the American 
media neglects the Americans’ 
aggravation of North Koreans. 

According to US News and 
World Report, North Korea ar- 
tillery forces have been put on 
high alert as they feel pressured 
by the looming American pres- 
ence which they refer to as the 
“imperialist aggressor.” Wang 
said he believes North Korea’s 
threats will not lead to any vio- 
lent follow-up. 

Wang said he was optimis- 
tic that the situation in its current 
light is most definitely resolvable. 

Suyeon Kim, Chanhee Kim 
and Jonghoon Park, all interna- 
tional students studying at St. 
Michael’s from South Korea, 
have been living in the United 
States for around nine months. 

Chanhee said when she was 
younger there was a lot more uni- 


fication education being preached 


in her school in South Korea, 
and at the time it seemed it was 
possible for the peninsula to be 
reunited. Chanhee added when 
Park Geun-hye—the new presi- 
dent of South Korea—was elected 
in February of this year, she had 
voiced her willingness to attempt 
reunification talks with North 
Korea, but recent events have ne- 
gated this consideration. 

“On April 15 North Korea 
claimed there would be a dem- 
onstration,” Chanhee said. “It is 
April 25 and there has been no 
demonstration.” 

According to Park, it doesn’t 
seem likely that there will be any 
attacks at all. Park served in the 
South Korean military from 2010 
to 2012 as a marine. This is re- 
quired of all South Korean men 
upon graduation of high school. 

“They lose their youth,” 
Suyeon said when asked about 
military service in South Korea. 
“Tt is their beautiful age.” 

In 2010—while Park was in 
the military—North Korea shot a 
missile at a marine military base 
and two of Park’s comrades were 
killed when it struck, Park said. 

“North Korea is the reason 
why South Korean men have to 
serve two years in the military.” 
Suyeon said. Suyeon explained 
that this is why South Korean 
men tend to have a negative vi- 
sion of the North. 

Park said despite t that South 
Korea has been attacked by the 
north in the past, there is very 
little chance they will act upon 
these recent threats. He pointed 
to America’s strong diplomatic 
ties with South Korea being the 
reason behind North Korea’s 
lack of action. 





Photos by Kelsi Brett 
Through these binoculars tourists can get a good view of Kijong-dong, also known as Peace Village in the 
North. 


Jeffrey Ayers, the political 
science department chair at St. 
Michael’s, said he believes that 
because Kim Jong-un is an inex- 
perienced and young leader, he 
feels he has to assert his domi- 
nance as a leader. 

“Kim Jong-un is likely play- 
ing to a domestic audience with 
his threats and blusters,” Ayers 
said. “He needs to prove that he 
is in charge to his public, a skep- 
tical military and to the interna- 
tional community.” 

Ayers also pointed out the 
economic strife of North Korea. 
According to the CIA World - 
Factbook, there is no reliable in- 
formation regarding the average 
household income of the country, 
and its national debt is above $12 
billion. Furthermore, North Ko- 
rea lacks allies in the internation- 
al sphere, and has very little for- 
eign aid as a result Ayers added. 

Unlike the American media 
prior to the war in Iraq in 2003, 
Ayers said he thinks that the media 
is not pushing for militant retalia- 
tion. Ayers feels as though there 
hasn’t been any reason for alarm 
based on American news sources. 

Ayers said Kim Jong-un is 
most likely attempting to solidify 
his status as a dictator and may 
also have the intention of trying 
to gain foreign aid through in- 
timidation. 

“What the North Korean 
regime probably wants from 
us is for the U.S. to sit down at 
the negotiating table, further 
recognizing its sovereignty and 
negotiating food, fuel or other 
economic arrangements in ex- 
change for North Korea possibly 
backing down from its belliger- 
ent stance,” Ayers said. 
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Journalism alum is part of team that wins Pulitzer Prize 


The New York Times reporting team wins Pultizer for Explanatory Journalism for its “The iEconomy” series 


By Jean-Marie McGrath 
Photo Editor 


The highest honor awarded 
to any journalism professional 
is the Pulitzer Prize, and St. Mi- 
chael’s graduate Jonah Kessel, 
706, is one of the few who has 
achieved it. 

“You can’t beat it, that’s the 
top prize in journalism; to have 
someone from our department, 
someone we’ve worked with 
win a Pulitzer, that’s huge,” said 
Traci Griffith, chair of the media 
studies, journalism & digital arts 
department at St. Michael’s. 

Kessel is part of The New 
York Times reporting team that 
won the award for Explana- 
tory Journalism for its in-depth 
analysis of business practices by 
Apple and other various technol- 
ogy companies, entitled “The 
iEconomy” series. 

Their work depicted the 
changing global economy which 
has been influenced by compa- 
nies choosing to use Chinese 
factories instead of American 
factories to make the iPhone due 
to low productions costs. Kessel 
contributed to The New York 
Times “iEconomy” series team 


~ by creating two videos investi- 


gating those factories in China. 


“Really, I am just honored to 
have been able to work with such 
talented journalists and to help 
show the world — where these 
little devices we all carry around 
in our pockets every day come 
from — and more importantly 
the implications that go along 
with Apple’s labor practices,” 
Kessel said via e-mail. 

Kessel said he started his St. 
Michael’s career with a strong 
interest in digital arts and pho- 
tography. 

“TI came to St. Mike’s with a 
camera in my hand and a desire 
to travel,’ Kessel said. “TI left 
with those same things, but with 
an understanding of journalism 
and new media.” 

To conclude his St. Mi- 
chael’s career, Kessel co-pro- 
duced his senior seminar project 
with Christine Rivers. The pair 
created a multimedia web piece 
that focused on the Abenaki cul- 
ture and language preservation 
in Vermont. 

“Jonah was intensely curi- 
ous about the world and especially 
about issues connected to global- 
ization and cross cultural commu- 
nication,” said Kimberly Sultze, 
Kessel’s Senior Seminar professor. 


“After graduating from St. 


Michael’s, Kessel did not move 


far and began shooting photog- 
raphy for the Burlington Free 
Press. Photography moved Kes- 
sel further west and eventually 
landed him a job in Algeria re- 
designing newspapers. Kessel’s 
work in Algeria was recognized 
by the Chinese government, 
which hired Kessel to help rede- 
sign The China Daily, the coun- 
try’s largest English language 
newspaper. 

Currently, Kessel does con- 
tract work for The New York 
Times in China, and is the only 
person with a license to legally 
shoot videos in China for the 
Times, Kessel said. Kessel is 
also a freelance videographer, 
photographer and reporter. 

“Video is changing jour- 
nalism, but more importantly I 
think the fact that everyone in 
the world now has a video cam- 
era in their pocket is changing 
the world,” Kessel said. “This 
means, potentially, everything 
and anything could be recorded.” 

The media studies depart- 
ment at St. Michael’s recently 
switched its title and focus from 
the Journalism Department to 
the Department of Media Stud- 
ies, Journalism & Digital Arts. 


“Gipsy” a three pronged ap-” 


proach,” Griffith said. “A good 





Used with permission of the Saint Michael’s Marketing Office 
Jonah Kessel, 06, member of The New York Times Pulitzer Prize win- 
ning team for Explanatory Journalism. 


journalist needs media studies, 
digital arts and journalism; it’s 
not just one or the other.” 

Kessel says that this award 
will not change his reporting or 
how he will spend his time. 

“My focus is on pushing 
digital journalism to new plac- 
es, reaching new audiences and 
helping to find a way to make 
journalism economically and so- 


‘cially viable in the information 


age,” Kessel said. “No award 


will sway me off that path.” 

At 27, Kessel said he still 
has many years of reporting and 
investigating ahead. 

“Recognition is certainly 
nice, but I feel like I’m still at 
the beginning of my career and 
there’s so much work do to and 
sO many avenues to explore,” 
Kessel said. “This is just one 
little step on that journey.” 


Student Association passes resolution to add café to library 


Resolution shows student support, but is not declaration of action; possible completion date of August 2014 


By Nick Paulson 
Staff Writer 


The library is the place to 
find a favorite book, DVD or to 
spend time studying. But where 
do people go to satisfy the hun- 
ger that comes from spending 
long hours on school work? A 
new resolution was recently 
passed by the Student Associa- 
tion in support of building a new 
café in the library. 

The resolution shows stu- 
dent support for the movement, 
but it is not a declaration of ac- 
tion, said Colin Marshall, the 
S.A. secretary of finance. 

“The document is kept on 
file until the administration goes 
to make a decision,” Marshall 
said. “It merely shows student 
support and the college will con- 


sider the resolution when decid- 
ing what to do in the future.” 

Marshall said student activ- 
ism does make the decision more 
likely, but the resolution is not 
binding. 

Plans for a new café have 
been in the works for the past 
couple years. In St. Michael’s 
plan for 2011-2015, the. possi- 
bility of a new library café is 
mentioned, according to library 
director John Payne. The café 
would be run by Sodexo as a 
quick in-and-out snack bar and 
would be comparable to Café 
Cheray. 

“Tt will be for a study break, 
not a sit down meal,” Payne said. 

He said the college’s admin- 
istration has a positive attitude 
towards the idea, since library 
cafés are a great success at other 


colleges and are appealing to 
prospective students. Catering 
to student needs is the major goal 
of all the new projects, Payne 
said. If this café were to be put 
in by 2015, it would be just one 
of many improvements to the 
campus. 

After the addition of Ein- 
stein Bros Bagels in the Quad 
Commons, the library café 
would be the sixth dining option 
for students on campus, which 
includes Alliot’s Green Moun- 
tain Dining Room, Café Ch- 
eray, the Knight Stand and the 
Knights of the Round Table in 
Sloane Hall. 

“We have been thinking 
about a café for seven or eight 
years now,” said Hank Strash- 
nick, Sodexo’s general manager 
for St. Michael’s. “John Payne 


contacted me this year to bring 
the topic to the attention of the 
administration. Our goal is to 
give it a coffee shop-like feel for 
students to get refreshments like 
drinks and pastries.” 

More definitive plans for the 
café will be decided this sum- 
mer, Payne said. 

According to Payne, there is 
a lot of preliminary planning and 
construction going into this café. 
The planned location of the café 
is room 208, on the first floor 
front left corner facing the Mc- 
Carthy Arts Center and parking 
lot. There will be a formal cost 
estimate and engineering study 
done this summer to determine 
what additions to the library: will 
be necessary, ‘Payne said.” The 
engineers will determine the 
best possible place for the final 


location. The size of construc- 
tion and cost will determine how 
soon the college will act on this 
new project. Even though it was 
in the 2011-2015 plan, there is 
no expected completion date, he 
said. 

A new café is not the first 
thing on the school’s agenda. 
Payne said the administration 
wants the Quad Commons proj- 
ect completely finished before 
starting any other construc- 
tion. The 2011-2015 plan also 
included making “medium scale 
improvements to the academic 
buildings before pursuing any 
other projects,” Payne said. Stu- 
dents should not expect to see 


this project on campus any, time 


soon, but Payne said that the ear- 
liest possible completion date of 
the café would be August 2014. 
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Her Campus chapter finishes its first year 


Online women’s magazine at St. Michael’s hopes to expand further 


By Michelle Moreau 
Staff Writer 


Her Campus, an online 
women’s magazine, has complet- 
ed its first year at St. Michael’s. 
The publication is student run 
and publishes stories about top- 
ics college women would be in- 
terested in such as love, style, 
careers, and health. 

Alexandra Brenock, 715 
set her sights on starting a St. 
Michael’s chapter of the online 
magazine after hearing about 
Her Campus from her mother’s 
co-worker. 

As a_ business major, 
Brenock was ready to tackle the 
management and marketing side 
of running the chapter, however, 
she needed someone with a me- 
dia studies background to help 
her with the writing and editing 
portion. She called on her friend, 
Lauren Mazzoleni, ’15, and after 
being approved by the Her Cam- 
pus Corporation, Her Campus 
SMCVT was born. 

St. Michael’s is one of many 
chapters on the Her Campus site, 
each with its own page. Content 
and stories are produced by the 
staff of each chapter, as well as 
the Her Campus Corporation. 
Other chapters cover more con- 
troversial topics than the ones at 
St. Michael’s do, such as abor- 
tion and sex. 

“The school had some con- 


cerns over Her Campus, and we 
agreed with them,” said Brenock. 
“Her Campus.as a whole some- 
times posts some articles that 
we don’t really agree with so we 
didn’t want that to reflect badly 
upon St. Michael’s. We’re not af- 
filiated with St. Michael’s and 
we don’t have any advertising 
rights, so it was hard to get the 
word out and get readers.” 

Campus Cutie and Campus 
Celebrity are two of the many 
features that are updated weekly 
on SMCVT Her Campus, focus- 
ing on people and events hap- 
pening around St. Michael’s. 
Campus Cutie has been the most 
popular section, showcasing a 
new a new guy or girl the staff 
chooses to feature every week. 
With up to 800 page viewers per 
week, the staff is happy with the 
success they’ve had in their first 
year as a presence on St. Mi- 
chael’s campus. 

“Tf we get a lot of page views 
we know we're doing something 
right,” Brenock said. 

As co-Campus Correspon- 
dents, Brenock and Mazzoleni 
worked hard to gain a consistent 
staff of seventeen writers, who 
meet once a week to discuss dif- 
ferent topics they will be writing 
on for future articles. To make 
sure to say thanks and give back 
to their staff, the duo goes the 
extra mile. 

“We do special things for 


our staff, like we got t-shirts for 
them and we’re buying cups for 
them,” Mazzoleni said. “Since 
we aren’t funded by the school 
we are funding it ourselves to 
make sure that people are getting 
the most out of it.” 

In order to get the word out 
about Her Campus, the team has 
relied heavily on social media 
as well as word of mouth. With 
interactive polls and event cov- 
erage, the staff is able to engage 
with their readers and get feed- 
back to see if what its doing is 
what its audience wants to see. 

Alexandra Byrne, 14 vice- 
president of the editorial staff, 
is in charge of overlooking all 
of the articles before they go to 
publication. 

“We make sure articles are 
done a week before, that way we 
can be sure they are edited and 
that we are producing the best 
content possible,’ Byrne said. 
“And also, making sure that we 
are promoting St. Mike’s in the 
best light possible.” 

In the next few months with 
the transition to summer, the 
team hopes to keep the word 
about Her Campus out to the St. 
Michael’s community. 

“We’re just constantly im- 
proving and expanding and next 
year I hope we continue to gain 
staff and recognition so that it’s 
as fabulous next year as it is this 
year,” Byrne said. 
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Photo. by Liz Murray 
Writers Lauren Kopchik (left), "15, and Lauren Carter (center), ’15, talk with Juliana Summers (right), *15, 
before the Her Campus meeting begins April 22. 





ELECTRICITY: 


Continued from page 3 

What started out as a com- 
petition has turned into a game 
for some students on campus. 

“Tt’s kind of fun trying to 
find every possible way to avoid 
flipping the light switch, almost 
like a game I started playing with 
myself,’ Stoelting said. “Even 
though I was cautious of turning 
off the lights beforehand, now 
it’s on a new level.” 

Those who are either not 
aware of the competition or not 
partaking are still mindful of 
the importance behind reducing 


electrical utilization. 

“It’s a good way to make 
people aware of their energy 
consumption but we aren’t really 
participating,” said Matt Beers, 
°13, living in the Ethan Allen 
apartments. “However, we turn 
the lights off when we can.” 

In 2011 the school saved 
26,000 kilowatt-hours through- 
out the competition and in 2012 
the total kilowatt hours saved 
decreased to 17,000. Ellis-Lynch 
hopes to continue the competi- 
tion in the future and hopes to 
have it next school year. 


E-Board interviews 
Meet members of the 2013-2014 
Student Association Executive Board 


By Gabbi Hall 
Multimedia Editor 





Multimedia Story 


Screenshots from the interviews 


Clockwise from top left: Secretary of Student Policy, Trevor Brown; 
Co-secretary of Programming, Lauren DiBona; Secretary of Student 
Life, Shannon McQueen; and President Al Ieronimo. These are just 
four of the members who discussed their plans for 2013-2014 academic 
year with the Defender. For more, go to defender.smevt.edu. 
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Students spill secrets on new Facebook page 


St. Michael's first-year gains inspiration to create St. Mike’s confessions after seeing other college sites 


By Katelyn Howes 
Features Editor 


“T have two weeks to find 
the husband that I came to SMC 
to locate. So far the last four 
years have been an epic fail, but 
watch out boys because I’m on a 
mission.” 

This is one of the many se- 
crets that creator of St. Mike’s 
Confessions page, Annie Stuart, 
16, has selected to post on the 
Facebook page. 

“There are some just nasty 
spirited ones that I think are not 
really the spirit of what the site 
is supposed to be; it’s supposed 
to be a fun thing,” Stuart said. 
“I have gotten some that I have 
‘been taken aback by, some that 
are surprisingly mean, and I just 
didn’t post those.” 

The page has received 844 


likes since its birth on April-9,. 


almost tripling the number of 
people who like Her Campus, an 
online magazine facilitated by 
St. Michael’s students, created 
this past June. 

Stuart said she became in- 
terested in creating a site for St. 
Michael’s after seeing other con- 
fession pages through friends. 

“T had seen the University 


of New Hampshire and Boston_- 


University confession pages, 
and they’re just funny, and I 
thought it would be kind of a fun 
thing,” Stuart said. “There’s not 
very much behind it. I was just 
intrigued by the other schools 
pages.” 

Stuart says the number of 
confessions she reads every day 
varies, but she usually recieves 
‘around 10 a day. 

Students who use St. Mike’s 
confessions are able to anony- 
mously post their confessions in 
a Google document, which are 
then copied to the Facebook page 
by Stuart. 

Part of the appeal to St. 
Mike’s Confessions, according 
to Watson, is its appearance of 
anonymity. “I think because 
its anonymous people can say 
whatever they want whether or 
not all of them are true,” said 
Emma Watson, 714. “I am not re- 


CONFESSION? 





Facebook 


This screen shot of the new St. Mike’s Confessions Facebook page 
shows the profile photo chosen by founder Annie Stuart, ’16. 


ally sure, but they certainly lend 
some hilarious entertainment.” 

While St. Mike’s Confes- 
sions is new to campus, the-con- 
cept is not. The University. of 
Vermont created UVM Confes- 
sions on Feb, 27, and Champlain 
posted its first. confession on 
April 6. 

“No one really takes it too 
seriously recently,’ said Cham- 
plain College student Rachel 
Weisburgh, 713. “It was a. good 
way at first for people to iden- 
tify with others, many submitted 
confessions about. being lonely 
or being afraid to come out: The 
Champlain community really 
supported them.” 

As to why students share 
their secrets and stories, sociolo- 
gy professor Robert Brenneman 
said he doesn’t really know why. 

In his personal life, 
Brenneman does not use so- 
cial media sites like Facebook. 
While he said he isn’t an expert 
about social media, he said that 
social media is causing students 
to miss out on personal relation- 
ships that can be cultivated at a 
four-year liberal arts college. 

“I’m afraid it can be a dis- 
traction from depth of non-social 
media relationships, the old fash- 
ioned kind, because those are a 
little more risky,’ Brenneman 
said. “Social media facilitates 
relatively risk-free self-expres- 
sion that feels good in the mo- 


ment, but has the potential to 
crowd out the time, attention and 
thought that goes into cultivating 
friendships.” 

Watson said so far the site 
has remained a positive space, 
but that it could be subject to 
negative comments. 

“1 think it’s an outlet for 
people,” Watson said. “Whether 
or-not they use it the right way is 
up to them.” 

Weisburgh said that the 
Champlain page has acted as an 
outlet for students. 

“] think this was a good use 
of the confessions page because 
it provided an outlet for people to 
get things off of their chest in a 
public way, while still allowing 
people to keep their privacy,” 
Weisburgh said. 

Whether or not St. Mike’s 
Confessions sticks around, Stu- 
art said the page might slow 
down and that she isn’t sure if 
she will personally facilitate the 
page after this year. 

“I can make other people 
administrators to the page and 
have people have access to the 
Google form if I didn’t want to 
handle it myself,” Stuart said. “If 
I didn’t want to do it anymore 
I would pass it to someone I 
thought would have good judg- 
ment about what got posted.” 














St. Mike’s Confessions: 


“My feet don’t touch the ground when 
I sit down at Alliot.” 


“Sometimes I think I want a boyfriend, and 
then I eat like five cheese quesadillas and 
then I’m all like “Nah, ’'m good.’” 


“I put library books in my friend’s bags 
when they re not looking so they set the 
alarm off when they leave...” / 


“Sometimes I say stupid things when I’m 
walking past strangers just to see if I'll ever 
get put on the Overheard at Saint Mike’s 
facebook page.” 





WLiIOE Hust 


“IT spend way too much time in A 
people watching.” 


“I still don’t know the appro 
of “thank you’s” when some 
door open for me 2+ times. 


“Dragon inspired me to quit my job and 
party more. Thanks Dragon.” 


“T-didn’t drink at-all on P-day, but i still 
went around hugging random people as if 
they were my best friend.” 


ae always flirt my way to the front of the 


i ag boar 
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Inside the president’s office 


Neuhauser describes his duties as “ friend-raising”’ for college 


By Mikala Kane 
News Editor 


Many people at St. Mi- 
chael’s recognize the quiet, older 
gentleman with the white beard 
walking around campus. But 
who is President John J. Neu- 
hauser and what does he do on 
a daily basis? As college presi- 
dent, his duties are numerous 
and fall under the category he 
calls “friend-raising.” 

Appointed in 2007, Neu- 
hauser is finishing up his sixth 
year as president of St. Mi- 
chael’s. Before coming to St. 
Michael’s, he spent most of his 
career at Boston College, where 
he taught computer science and 
applied math courses, before 
joining the administration. 

“T was there for 30 years,” 
he said. “I didn’t spend a lot of 
my life being a faculty member. 
I quickly became an administra- 
tor, which I thought would be for 
a very brief period of time, but 
it turned out to be not so brief. I 
think I was a dean for 22 years.” 

Neuhauser came to St. Mi- 

hael’s originally as a member of 
the Board of Trustees, but then was 

ffered the role of college presi- 
dent 

‘It wasn’t something I 
would have considered,” Neu- 
“T never wanted to 
be a college president.” 

The main reason he took the 


nauser said. 


job as president was because it 
was offered to him, he said. 

“A friend of mine said you 
have an obligation sometimes if 
an institution thinks they need 
your experience,’ Neuhauser 
said. “Maybe you should believe 
it. Maybe you should trust it.” 

Various qualities and char- 
acteristics are considered by the 
Board of Trustees when select- 
ing a president for the college. 

“First of all, they're looking 
for the governance structure,” said 
Marilyn Cormier, secretary of the 
Board of Trustees. “Basically, the 
board and the president, they’re 
working together for the gover- 
nance structure of the college.” 

Cormier said the board also 
looks for someone who is a good 
listener, has very strong scholarly 
credentials, is a team player and, 
so far, someone who is Catholic. 


“He’s got to have experi- 
ence in Catholic higher educa- 
tion, but also higher education 
in general,” Cormier said. “The 
person has got to have the ability 
to clearly articulate and be able 
to implement the objectives and 
priorities of the board. The abil- 
ity to build and lead his leader- 
ship team, a strong leadership 
team.” 

As president of St. Mi- 
chael’s, Neuhauser received in 
2011 a total compensation of 
$434,336, according to the 2011 
IRS 990 form. Included in his 
total compensation is the per- 
sonal use of a college vehicle, 
personal cell phone use and a 
nontaxable housing allowance. 
Neuhauser resides across the 
street from Founders Hall in the 
Reiss House. 

Comparatively, Ronald Li- 
ebowitz, the president of Mid- 
dlebury College, receives a to- 
tal compensation of $540,929, 
while David Finney, president 
of Champlain College, receives 
$563,077, according to their in- 
stitutions’ IRS 990 forms. 

“The president’s salary is 
not set,’ Cormier said. “The 
compensation, is not set like ev- 
erybody else at the college. His 
salary has to be competitive with 
market compensation.” 

When asked about the freez- 
es on faculty salaries that are set 
to occur next school year due 
to budget problems, Neuhauser 
said the freeze would affect his 
salary as well. 

“Anything that’s going to 
happen to any other employee 
has to happen first to me,” Neu- 
hauser said. “I wouldn’t do it 
any other way. Hopefully this is 
temporary. What’s really caused 
this to be an issue mostly is the 
increase in financial aid and the 
increase in health care costs.” 

Neuhauser said a 12 hour day 
is typical for him and he’s happy 
if he ends up working 60 hours a 
week. He said he spends most of 
that time doing various forms of 
communication. 

“I attend a lot of meetings, 
I talk on the phone with various 
people, it could be a trustee, it 
could be an alum,” Neuhauser 
said. “Increasingly, email comes 
to dominate large portions of the 


day, with all kinds of things. The 
role is very much symbolic, so 
you appear at a lot of things.” 

When asked if his duties 
center mainly on fundraising, 
he said he likes to call his duties 
“friend-raising.” 

“A lot of it is to make con- 
nections with people, get to know 
them,” Neuhauser said. “Hope- 
fully they can help us, but it’s not 
always fundraising. Sometimes 
it’s internships for students or 
jobs for students. I consider it to 
be pretty important. Basically 
it’s trying to make sure the col- 
lege is connected to alums and to 
parents.” 

Making connections with all 
these people necessitates a lot of 
traveling for Neuhauser, which he 
said can be tiring. 

“Tt’s a nuisance to fly nowa- 
days because there’s no direct 
flights from here,’ Neuhauser 
said. “So far this year I’ve been 
stuck in Philadelphia, JFK, it’s 
pretty common.” 

Traveling aside, Neuhauser 
said he enjoys his job. 

“T like the job mostly,’ Neu- 
hauser said. “It’s like any job, if 
you like it 80 percent of the time, 
that’s pretty good.” 

Student Association Presi- 
dent Michael Fay, 713, said 
Neuhauser has had a direct or 
indirect role in every instance 
of growth St. Michael’s has ex- 
perienced since 2007. 

“Over my four years, the 
interactions I have had with him 
have given me a lasting impres- 
sion of him as someone who is 
constantly working to main- 
taining an understanding of the 
needs of the college both minute 
and massive,” Fay said. 

Even though Neuhauser did 
not originally want to be presi- 
dent, Cormier said his financial 
skills have helped the college, as 
he took the job right in the mid- 
dle of the country’s recession. 

“We've been incredibly lucky 
to choose the right president for the 
right time,” Cormier said. 

“T’ve always.told my stu- 
dents you have to be ready for 
a new adventure, sometimes 
you have to step outside and do 
something you're actually afraid 
to do,” Neuhauser said. “So low 
and behold, it happened to me.” 


What is your P-day 
- confession? 


Campus 
Sd Tel ates 


“LT almost fell asleep on 
the toilet yesterday.” 
Hannah Bedell “14 


bad eb Cele ceye atom fou ai 0) (om 
terrible things to get the > 
wise men back in my 
possession.” 

Colin Delaney 713 


“ 


“T didn’t drink on P- 
day.” 


i, Kallie Brown °16 


“One, I didn’t drink. 
Two, I didn’t go in the 
bouncy houses. Three, 

I didn’t eat that much 

food.” 
Nate Goyette 16 


“T made pancakes and 
haven’t cleaned it up.” 
Sarah Healey, °15 


“I was at work all day.” 
Jan-Luis Maldonado *16 


“Apparently a fire alarm 
went off. I went to Alum- 
niand made it back to 
fourth floor Ryan. I don’t 
remember any of it.” 
Nattassia Marshall *14 


7 a 


“I don’t understand the 
significance.” 
Cory Smith 713 
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By Aaron Gasson 
Staff Writer 


As the year begins to wind 
down and finals draw near, the 
senior class of St. Michael’s 
has begun showcasing its se- 
nior projects. Haney Hamdy 
put on his senior art show titled 
“Haney-Con,” on April 19. The 
event showcased his various an- 
ime-inspired art pieces. Bearing 
a warm smile, Hamdy maneu- 
vered around the tables in the 
McCarthy Art Gallery, talking 
with guests and answering ques- 
tions. 

Though he was smiling as 
he conversed with friends, the 
choice of what to do for his show 
was very difficult, he said. It was 
a decision that frustrated Ham- 
dy and nearly prompted him to 
change majors in his senior year. 

“I was really lost trying to 
make my senior show.” Hamdy 
said. “I had no idea what I want- 
ed to do and I was frustrated.” 

Hamdy consulted his art 
professor, Brian Collier, who 
told him to do something related 
to his interests. Hamdy is a fan of 
anime, and often sells his art at 
anime conventions. He wanted 
his convention, abbreviated as 
“con” by attendees, to be remi- 
niscent of larger scale cons, but 
to be focused more on the art. 

As he continued working 
throughout the year, Hamdy 
eventually discovered the Anime 
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Senior art project brings anime to St. Michael’s 


and Manga Club, created last se- 
mester, and asked it for help with 
the convention. Julie Ho, Trea- 
surer of the Anime and Manga 
Club and a long time friend, 
helped run the event. 

“T thought it was a great 
idea,” Ho said. “I thought it was 
a great chance for the Anime and 
Manga Club to get out there and 
make ourselves known.” 

While the event was a great 
promotional opportunity for the 
Anime and Manga Club, the 
focus was Hamdy’s art, which 
drew inspiration from prominent 
names in the anime world. Most 
of Haney’s art sat in a display 
labeled “Artist’s Alley,” in hom- 
age to a similar art display seen 
at larger cons. Haney drew his 
inspiration from the many cons 
he has attended in the past six 
years. 

“The costumes, the set-up, 
the inspiration all came from 
conventions.” Hamdy said. “It’s 
all on a smaller scale, obviously, 
but I think it matches up well.” 

Hamdy, who has had an 
interest in anime from a very 
young age, also wanted to use 
his senior project to show St. Mi- 
chael’s what anime and manga 
culture is like. He also featured 
art from famous anime movies. 
He made the show “completely 
open” to anyone who wanted to 
attend and encouraged people to 
ask questions. He even prepared 
an information table set up to an- 
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swer questions about con’s and 
anime culture for any curious 
visitor. ; 

People filled the McCarthy 
Arts Center gallery, some even 
in costume, or “cosplay,” as 
various characters from anime 
and animated films. Ellia Her- 
oux, president of the Anime and 
Manga Club, who came dressed 
as Jack Frost from the recent 
Dreamworks movie “Rise of 
the Guardians.” Heroux said the 
thing she liked most about her 
involvement in the convention 
was the opportunity to help a fel- 
low student. 

“The thing we are most ex- 





cited about is to support an artist 
in the SMC community, espe- 
cially because Haney is interest- 
ed in graphic design, anime, and 
manga,’ Heroux said. “That’s 
something the Anime and Man- 
ga Club is really interested in.” 

Collier also attended the 
show. He was very happy with 
the end result and described the 
convention as “a big success.” 
He also recalled the amount of 
stress Haindy faced when trying 
to decide on what to do for his 
show. 

“He struggled for quite a 
while,” Collier said. “Through a 
lot of conversations, he had the 


Photo by Jessica Campbell 
Vincent Benois, ‘13, sits at a table displaying the artwork of Haney Hamdy (not pictured), ’13, at the Anime 
Convention in McCarthy Hall on Friday, April 19. 


inspiration to do something like 
this, and from there it was just a 
matter of a lot of hard work.” 

Though Hamdy will be 
graduating this month, he hopes 
that his convention will inspire 
the community to be open about 
the anime and manga culture. 

“T really wanted to show 
that there’s another world out 
there that you could bring into 
a place and it’s not going to hurt 
anyone,’ Hamdy said. “You 
don’t have to be afraid of some- 
one because they’re wearing a 
weird costume. We're geeks. 
We’re harmless.” 


Worried Wells new album is morbidly magnificent 


By Colin Ellis 
Managing Editor 

On May 7, Portland, Maine- 
based indie rockers Worried 
Well will be releasing its first 
full-length album, “Luck.” The 
Defender revieved an early copy 
of the album from the band. Al- 
though they are just a duo, Wor- 
ried Well crafted a great album 
full of intense sound and sub- 
stance. The album successfully 
blends the sounds of boisterous 
punk choruses with heavy gui- 
tars, solemn acoustics, pounding 


drums and, most importantly, 
lyrics and emotions that actually 
mean something. “Luck” walks 
the fine line between tragedy 
and triumph without ever sound- 
ing forced or disingenuous. 

The album works as a the- 
matic arc, beginning in a hurry 
and ending in a peaceful accep- 
tance of an ominous situation. 
The first track, “She’s Got Some- 
thing To Say,” introduces the lis- 
tener perfectly to Worried Well’s 
sound. It begins with hammering 
acoustic guitar, until it finally 


swells with frenzied electrics, 
and a full band desperately try- 
ing to keep turning up the noise. 
Singer Daniel James bellows out, 
“This is your daughter, I hope 
you’re proud/She’s getting press 
and top billings, and soon she’ll 
pay her own rent/You raised her 
up good, nice and loud.” Com- 
pared to the final track, “Me and 
Mine,” which solely consists of 
electric guitar and James’s at- 
tempt to square himself with 
God, the listener feels like he or 
she knows exactly what James 


has been going through when 
he croons about the reasons for 
living. James sings out, “I’m 
sorry that you’re sick/And if I 
could find God/We’d have some 
words/And He’d be sorry.” 

The middle of the album 
works as one giant song within it- 
self, switching genres but keeping 
the key largely intact. The section 
begins with a track called “Sick- 
ly Honest,” a buzzed, riff-laden 
track and concludes with “Over 
And Over,” a catchy indie rock 
anthem about falling in love with 


someone other than your wife. 
The album is not without its 
struggling moments. The sixth 
track, “Paul’s Time And Wm. 
James,” seems to drag, feeling 
much longer than it actually is. 
It’s the first real slow song, and 
breaks up the rhythm built by the 
five songs preceding it. That be- 
ing said, there’s no track on the 
album I would remove, since se- 
rious subject matter will always 
make up for lulls. 
See WORRIED WELL 
on page 12 
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Macklemore performs to a sold-out 


St. Michael's crowd and visits student 


#Samstrong 


By Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


Before his performance on 
Thursday, Macklemore took 
time out to visit a St. Michael’s 
student recently diagnosed with 
leukemia. 

Macklemore visited Sam 
Brigham, °14, who was diag- 
nosed with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia, after his friends orga- 
nized a meeting with the chart- 
topping rapper. The visit attract- 
ed national attention on the web 
from Reddit to XXL Magazine, 
among other sites. 

“We all went to visit him 
last Monday and he was talk- 
ing about how he was really 
bummed that he was going to 
miss the end of the year, particu- 
larly the Macklemore concert,” 
Dana Glubiak, 714, said. ““We ba- 
sically left and said “We’ve got to 
get a hold of Macklemore.’” 

Brigham’s_ friends then 
sent emails to several of Mackl- 
emore’s employees. They re- 


ceived a response from his 
booking agent, who is also his 
fiancée, telling them to call her 
the morning of the show. 

Justin Salls, 7°14, drove 
Macklemore, his fiancée and 
Glubiak and Molly Kalker, 714, 
to visit Brigham. 

“We literally just pulled up 
to the back of the tour bus and 
they came out,” Salls said. 

“He was eating peanut but- 
ter and apples,” Glubiak said. 

“He was like ‘Can I eat this 
in your car?’” Salls said. “I was 
like ‘Of course you can eat in my 
car.” 

The students didn’t tell 
Brigham ahead of time that 
Macklemore would be visiting 
with them. They told him that 
they brought a visitor because 
he was missing the concert and 
Macklemore’s fiancée walked 
out. 

“He was like ‘Who the hell 
is this?”” Glubiak said. “And 
then Macklemore walks in and 
he was just really shocked.” 


“Tt was like the biggest 
smile,” Salls said. “He started 
tearing up a little bit. He caught 
himself and then kept it togeth- 
en 

The visit lasted upwards of 
half an hour with Macklemore 
giving- Brigham words of en- 
couragement before leaving. 

“Macklemore just stood 
there and didn’t go for the door 
and he just looked at him and 
genuinely said ‘You can beat 
this,’” Salls said. 

The rapper wrote a blog post 
about the visit and shared it with 
his Twitter following of more 
than 850,000 people. In it Mackl- 
emore wrote about Brigham’s re- 
siliency. 

“He’s the type of kid that 
immediately puts the room at 
ease,” Macklemore wrote. “He 
makes eye contact and speaks 
from his heart, not sugarcoating 
what he’s going through, but not 
feeling sorry for himself either.” 

His friends said they have 
handled the situation well after 


the initial shock of the diagno- 
sis. The hashtag #Samstrong has 
been used on Twitter and was 
written on shirts this past week- 
end on P-Day. 

“I was a little freaked out by 
it at first,’ Alan Cunningham, 
14, said. “But then once we vis- 
ited him it was just the same old 
Sam just still laughing the same 
way he always does.” 
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Photo courtesy of Dana Glubiak 
Macklemore poses for a picture with student Sam Brigham, 714, who 

is currently recieving treatment for leukemia at Fletcher Allen Health 
Care in Burlington. y 


“Even people that don’t nec- 
essarily know him, once you 
hear that story, having seen him 
around campus, it still touches 
you,” Cunningham said. 

- “He’s probably one of the 
nicest guys on campus,” Glubiak 
said. 

“Except on the basketball — 
court,” Cunningham joked. _ 
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Photos by Lisa Ritter 


Far left: Macklemore sports a blonde wig as he performs 
for the crowd in Ross Sports Center at St. Michael’s Col- 


Left: Macklemore uses an audience member’s cell phone 
to snap a picture of himself on stage. 
Above: Macklemore sings during his performance. 


For additional Macklemore coverage visit 
defender.smcvt.edu 
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In his own words: Brigham describes talking 


to Macklemore and fighting leukemia 


By Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 


The Defender spoke to Sam 
Brigham, °14, on Sunday eve- 
ning about Macklemore’s visit. 
He spoke confidently in the face 
of his diagnosis and pointed to 
Macklemore’s music as a source 
of inspiration. 


On his intitial reaction to 
meeting Macklemore: 

“T knew some of those guys 
were coming by to see me, and 
I was looking forward to seeing 
them. They kind of set it up so he 
was waiting outside of the door. 
When he walked in, it was pretty 
overwhelming for me just given 
everything I’ve been through the 
last few days since the diagno- 


sis. It just brought a smile on my 
face. It was something that was 
pretty cool considering how ex- 
cited I was to go to the concert 
with my brother and when I re- 
alized that wasn’t going to be 
able to happen this was an even 
greater surprise.” 


On listening to Mackl- 
emore during treatment: 

“ve recently become a 
fan. I didn’t know too much of 
the older stuff. ’ve kind of been 
listening a lot now to some of 
his older stuff. The new album, 
I’ve always been a big fan since 
its come out. “Can’t Hold Us” is 
probably my favorite song. I’ve 
been listening to some of those 
songs to get through some pro- 
cedures I’ve been doing like my 


bone marrow biopsy. They let 
me listen to my iPod so I figured 
since I couldn’t go to the concert 
I would at least listen to some 
of his music. “Wings,” “Same 
Love,” “Thrift Shop,” “Can’t 
Hold Us,” “Other Side” so a lot 
of that kind of stuff has been 
helping me push through this.” 


Impressions 
Macklemore: 

“The first thing that really 
told me is, you know, the fact 
that he was even willing to take 
the time out of his day to come 
see me just shows what kind of 
a first-class guy he is. People get 
diagnosed with cancer every day 
and for him to take time out of 
his busy schedule to come meet 
a stranger is just something that 


of meeting 


is really special for me, that just 
really showed what a great per- 
son he is. He is exactly like he is 
in all his songs. It’s pretty cool. 
Very down to earth. We were 
just kind of watching SportsCen- 
ter, talking a little bit, discussing 
my situation. He ended up hook- 
ing me up with some merchan- 
dise, too, some shirts and stuff. It 
was really encouraging to meet 
someone like that, especially 
considering how much of a star 
he is.” 


On the internet popularity 
of Macklemore’s visit 

“Tt was a little overwhelm- 
ing at first. I think it was such 
a big surprise to meet Mackl- 
emore and then on top of it to 
see the Internet coverage it got. 


I try to keep track and see how 
it’s all going in between all the 
procedures and stuff I’m dealing 
with, but it’s been pretty neat. 
Really just to show all the sup- 
port I’ve been given, whether it’s 
through that particular incident 
or through the St. Mike’s com- 
munity as a whole, it’s just been 
great. It really confirms why I 
chose that school. Everyone’s 
just been so great and to see it 
get so much internet popularity 
has really been helpful to have 
everyone show their love and 
support, which is big. 


Closing thoughts: 

“Pll get through this, and 
it’s just a minor blip on the radar 
there that soon it'll all just be a 
memory.” 
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Swim Deep makes waves 


These British-born _ indie 
rockers have been making some 
waves in the music industry lately. 
Swim Deep first caught my atten- 
tion in March 2012 with its first 
ever recording, “King City.” The 
song instantly became a hit within 
the indie rock genre and put the 
young four-piece band on the radar 
of many writers here in the U.S. 

The band has since followed 
up with four singles: “Honey,” 
“The Sea,” “She Changes the 
Weather” and now “Simmer.” The 
young musicians have been able 
to evolve their sound with each 
release, moving from the surf-rock 
fuzziness of “King City” to a more 
melodic, pop sound in “Simmer.” 
“The Sea” is my favorite song from 
the band so far, as it features a slow 
guitar melody intro that bursts into 
a distorted surf-rock riff that is in- 
credibly catchy. 

“Simmer” has been released 


as the b-side to the single “She 
Changes the Weather,” but the 
track stands firmly on its own 
with the quality to be a single it- 
self. Dreamy guitar riffs, a solid 
bass line, and airy vocals make 
this song a perfect addition to 
any summer playlist. “You just 
simmer” is the perfect chorus for 
a song that brings me straight to 
the England coastline. 

Self described on their Face- 
book as the “Birmingham boys 
making sun kissed noise,” Swim 
Deep has cemented itself as my 
favorite up-and-coming band. 
With each single something new is 
brought to the table, breaking away 
from the one-sound bands we so 
often get with young musicians. 

The band will perhaps make 
its biggest splash with its debut 
album, “Where the Heaven Are 
We,” set to be released July 29. 


WORRIED WELL: 


Continued from page 9 


The album’s masterpiece 
is the title track “Luck.” What 
starts out a simple acoustic 
guitar and electric piano duet 
morphs a morbid life lesson. 
“Maybe soon they'll find the 
time/ And the MRI will prove 
that you’re just fine/ And hiding 
up there,” James croons. A song 
about spending too much time 
in the hospital for all the wrong 
reasons, “Luck,” miraculously 
blends hope and defeatism. “You 
taught me all about luck/ You 
taught me that there is nothing 





that’s fair/ You learned me that 
there is such a thing as being 
right and also dead/ And it’s your 
own damn business what’s up in- 
side your head.” The song con- 
cludes with James’s realization 
that honesty is an awful thing, 
and that lies are often much more 
appealing. 

The two most important 
things about this album are that 
it’s honest, and it matters. There 
are so many albums today filled 
with insincere emotions that it’s 
refreshing to hear someone actu- 
ally sing about how unfair life 
has been to them, and yet they 


By Andrew Caringi 


The Kings Dead — “ ’94 ” 


The duo of Sonny Shotz and Alexander Mendoza are back with a vengeance with the release of 
“94” the second release off their upcoming album “Revenge of the Beast.” Sonny Shotz continues to 
impress me with his quick lyrical flow that details the life of his former self. 

Accompanied with the new song is a video, depicting the story of a cold-blooded murder com- 
mitted by front man Sonny Shotz. The Kings Dead haven’t released an official date for its upcoming 
album, but do expect for it to drop sometime this spring. 


Gorilla Warfare Tactics — “Zoology” 


I am a huge fan of the old school production that has made Gorilla Warfare Tactics a unique rap 
group to follow. The trio returned after almost two years of silence with the release of “drugDILLA” 
earlier this month and dropped their second mixtape “Zoology” today, April30. 

This song is on the album and features an Anchorman-esque jazz flute backing that perfectly 
complements the smooth flow of rapper Dilla. Gorilla Warfare Tactics has continued to fuse old and 
new with some amazing production work and I this new mixtape delivers a breath of fresh air to the 
rap genre. 


Gambles — “A Song ‘for Jeff Bauman Jr.” 


Music is often a helping hand in the healing process for victims of tragedy. Jeff Bauman Jr. lost 
both of his legs at the Boston Marathon bombings and the folk singer Gambles = lent his musical tal- 
ent in hopes of helping this young man in his healing process. 

“Give me back my soul uncut, before this light came tearing,” showcases the complex range of 
emotions that Gambles explores in his tribute. Gambles music assures us that Bauman, along with the 
many other victims of the bombings, will not be forgotten. 


Bipolar Sunshine — “Rivers” 


Earlier this month the singer/producer Bipolar Sunshine introduced the music world to his unique 
sound with the release of his first ever recording, “Fire.” Building on this sound, “Rivers” blends an 
indie-pop beat, subtle hip-hop tones, and touches of rap that put this song in a genre of its own. “Riv- 
ers” is amuch more upbeat song than “Fire,” which featured a dreamy sun-drenched guitar and soaring 
vocals. Bipolar Sunshine is preparing to release his first EP titled “Aesthetics” on June 17. 


know there’s nothing they can 
do to change that. This isn’t an 
album about shitty girlfriends. 
It isn’t an album about feeling 
sorry for yourself. 

This is an album about what 
it means to truly hurt, and to be 
forced to live with that. It makes 
you feel absolutely terrible, and 
that’s what makes “Luck” so ad- 
dicting to listen to over and over 
again. 

I haven’t heard a more hon- 
est album in years. 

To listen to the entire album, 
visit |§ www.worriedwell.band- 
camp.com. 
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Mission Statement 


As the editorial staff of 

The Defender, we strive to 
accurately, professionally 
and ethically report the news 
affecting the lives of students 
and our community. 


We as a staff take full 
responsibility for any errors; 
if you spot a mistake or have 
a complaint, please let us 
know. 


We publish letters to the 
editor, as long as they are 
signed. Letters will be edited 
only for grammar, spelling, 
taste, and sometimes length. 


PHONE: (802) 654-2421 
E-MAIL: magazine@smevt.edu _ 
Mam: SMC Box 275, St. Mi- 
chael’s College, 1 Winooski Park, 
Colchester VT, 05439 
Printep By: Vermont Publishing 





From polling students on 
politics and religion to reporting 
on the college’s finances, The 
Defender had a successful year. 
As executive editor, I am proud 
of the work we have done over 
the course of 15 issues this year. 
I hope you feel the same. 

We covered the important 
stories on campus — ruffling a 
few feathers along the way — 
and, as Professor David Mindich 
reminds us, told the stories that 
the St. Michael’s Public Rela- 
tions department doesn’t tell the 
students. That’s not to say we’re 
trying to dig up dirt on any- 
one, but our goal is to find the 
truth, whether it be positive or 









Correction 

The April 23 issue of The © 
Defender contained the fol- 
lowing error: Catherine Vu's _ 
last name was misspelled as 
Wu in the article “First-hand 
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negative, in order to improve the 
campus. 

The Defender owes much of 
its success this year to the people 
that make the stories — our sourc- 
es. There are several that seem- 
ingly appear in each issue and 
have made our job much easier 
with their cooperation. 

Lou DiMasi was one of our 
best sources and gave some of 
the most-informative and color- 
ful quotes of the year. Pete Soons 
answered our endless inquiries 
about public safety. In her first 
year as dean of students at St. 
Michael’s, Dawn Ellinwood pro- 
vided us answers where in the 
past we might have faced resis- 


tance. 

Thank you to the rest of the 
people who were kind enough to 
speak to our reporters. 

I also want to thank the staff 
from both semesters, particu- 
larly the seniors. Between senior 
projects and senioritis, it would 
be easy to slack off, but the 
staff didn’t. That said, editing 
the Sunday after the Senior Pub 
Crawl and on Sunday, the day af- 
ter P-Day, were, how should I say 
this, interesting. 

It is worth mentioning that 
the staff isn’t paid. While the 
free pizza we receive for run- 
ning the Leonardo’s advertise- 
ment is great, many editors will 


Defender Staff Spring 2013 


tell you it doesn’t quite make up 
for waking up early on a Sunday 
after a weekend of “activities” 
to go to Bergeron and edit. One 
editor joked he would add The 
Defender to his resume as “com- 
pensation: Leonardo’s.” 

Best of all, next semester’s 
staff is going to be better than. 
this year’s. As with any college 
paper, there will be tremendous - 
overturn in the staff, but I can 
say that next year’s staff won’t 
be rebuilding. It will be a staff 
just as hungry as ever to report 
the truth. 


~Paul Palladino 
Executive Editor 





Photo by Jerry Swope 


Back row: Features editor Katelyn Howes, Arts editor Andrew Caringi, 
News editor Drew Prescott, News editor Alex Ieronimo, Photo editor Jean- 


Marie McGrath 


Front row: Multimedia editor Gabbi Hall, Executive editor Paul Palladino, 
Managing editor Colin Ellis, Photo editor Liz Murray 
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I remember my first tour on 
this campus. It was drizzling and 
cool, but otherwise a fine spring 
day. It started in Hoehl and went 
all around campus. We saw the 
library and Alliot and the dorms. 
It seemed like such a nice, quaint 
little campus. 

And never once did they 
mention the military base with 
F-16 Falcon fighter jets that 
roared across the sky. I found out 
about those the day after I moved 
in to my dorm room, when what 
sounded like an airshow thun- 
dered outside my window at 7:30 
in the morning. 

Flash-forward to now, and 
the greater Burlington area 
could become home to a new 
breed of military plane. Eighteen 
to 24 F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
jets could be based at the Burl- 
ington International Airport by 
2015 at the earliest, according to 


_ the Boston Globe. 


There are a number of ar- 
guments for and against basing 
these jets in Vermont. Some of 
the most outspoken proponents 
include U.S. Sens. Patrick Leahy 
and Bernie Sanders, Rep. Peter 
Welch, Gov. Peter Shumlin and 
Burlington Mayor Miro Wein- 
berger. And according to a Sev- 
en Days article, even the Office 
President Neuhauser welcomes 
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Boondoggle, fudge and the battle over fighter jets 
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the prospect of the planes. 

It’s because of this high 
level governmental support that 
the other side needs to be heard 
as well. 

As I’m sure you’ve heard by 
now, the F-35s are expected to 
be loud. I mean astronomically 
loud. So loud that local officials 
predict several thousand near- 
by homes would fall within a 
65-decibel zone designated “in- 
compatible for residential use,” 
negatively affecting the lives 
and property values of as many 
as 7,000 citizens. That number 
could be higher though, depend- 
ing on whom you ask. 

Philosophy professor Kath- 
erine Kirby said there are a lot of 
concerns she has about the F-35s 
getting based in Vermont. She 
said the noise factor is the first 
thing most people consider. Ac- 
cording to Kirby, the F-35s will 
be between two and four times 
louder than the F-16s. 

A draft environmental im- 
pact statement, published by the 
Air Force, looks at health ramifi- 
cations of exposure to excessive 
environmental noise. The first 
draft showed that thousands of 
homes would be rendered un- 
suitable for residential use. Kir- 
by said this statement is based 
on old studies and figures, and 
doesn’t properly account for all 
the ramifications. She added that 
new scientific studies done by 
the opposition show a number of 
health risks associated with ex- 
posure to this kind of noise. 

“And so there are so many 
concerns that people have,” Kir- 
by said. “There is the concern 


about the annoyance of the loud. 


noise, there’s a concern about 
that health that is confirmed by 


all this recent scientific analysis, 
and there is this concern if the 
FAA determines that your house 
is not compatible with residential 
use, how is that not going to af- 
fect the property value of your 
home when you weren’t told that 
when you bought your home? 
The Air Force document says 
this can affect property values 
pretty significantly.” 

Kirby also said those likely 
to be hit hardest by the basing 
are people who rent homes in the 
area, and that the environmental 
impact statement said minorities 
and low-income populations are 
going to be disproportionately 
affected by the basing. 

“T’m concerned that the bur- 
den of this is going to be falling 


roughly 9,000. 

“Since 2000, the number of 
residential units in Winooski and 
South Burlington has increased 
dramatically,” Kirby said. “A lot 
of these are single-family homes 
that are being bought and con- 
verted into multi-family units, so 
three or four apartments in what 
used to be one house. What is 
also increased, of course, is the 
population of low income and 
minority people, because Win- 
ooski is a real destination for the 
refugee community coming in.” 

The Air Force has delayed 
selecting the base for years now, 
and recently delayed the decision 
for the coming fall, so that it can 
use 2010 census data. A recent 
concern raised by the Boston 





C I’m concerned that the burden of this 
is going to be falling disproportionately 
on vulnerable communities. 


Professor Katherine Kirby 


disproportionately on vulnerable 
communities,” Kirby said. 
Kirby also said the number 
of people who would be affected 
by the basing is much larger than 
the initial estimates. She said 
that by using census data from 
2000, the draft environmental 
impact statement didn’t portray 
the actual number of people who 
would be affected. The draft 
said 3,000 homes and roughly 
7,000 people would be in this 
incompatible region. Kirby said 
that, based on calculations from 
members of the opposition using 
2010 census data, the number 
of people in the zone would be 
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in the base selection. process. 
The article states the Air Force 
“relied on inaccurate, excessive- 
ly low estimates of the impact of 
the jet blast on the local popula- 
tion.” Unnamed Pentagon offi- 
cials in the article said the initial 
review didn’t take proper ac- 
count of the distance to the near- 
est weapons depot, in Fort Drum, 
N-Y., some 200-miles away. The 
article also said Vermont wasn’t 
marked as being distant from the 
coast, so the Vermont Air Guard 
would have to fly hundreds of 
miles across the U.S. before be- 
ing able to engage threats. One 
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Pentagon source went so far as 
to say “Burlington was selected 
even before the scoring process 
began.” 

Kirby said there were two 
questions about environmental 
harm on an initial scoring sheet 
in the first round of base seiec- 
tion that were not answered cor- 
rectly. The questions, accord- 
ing to Kirby, were about homes 
within the 65-decibel range that 
would make them incompatible 
for residential use and homes 
within a crash zone, should the 
plane crash after takeoff. Despite 
having thousands of homes with- 
in both zones, Vermont scored as 
if it had no houses in either. 

I initially looked at the 
planes as just nuisances that the 
school seemed to forget to men- 
tion when I was a prospective 
student. However, it’s important 
to remember there are issues 
much more important than being 
annoyed by a plane taking off. 
These are people’s homes and 
lives. 

If this were all happening in 
the middle of nowhere it wouldn’t 
be an issue. The problem is the 
65-decibel and crash zone occu- 
pies one of Vermont’s most pop- 
ulated regions, the Burlington 
suburbs. There will be 7,000 to 
9,000 people around South Bur- 
lington and Winooski who will 
be directly affected, and may be 
forced to move. That’s not how 
things are supposed to work in 
democracy, especially here in 
Vermont. The lives of the few 
should never be sacrificed for the 
wants of the many. 

Ellis is a senior media stud- 
ies and digital arts, and political 
science double major. Contact 
him at cellis@mail.smevt.edu. 
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Plugging in and tuning out: the limits of social media 


By Liam Connors 
Guest Columnist 


“You should get a Linke- 
din,” my older sister told me. My 
emphatic “no” effectively ended 
the conversation. Not a day later, 
a co-worker, who studies com- 
munications at the University of 
Vermont, told me the same thing, 
I need a LinkedIn and since I am 
a media studies, digital arts and 
journalism major, it is even more 
important that I establish online 
presence. While both my co- 
worker and sister are trying to 
help me, I plan on resisting. 

LinkedIn boasts an impres- 
sive 200 million users, Twitter 
comes in topping that with 500 
million users, and Instagram, 
despite the overabundance of 
sepia-toned, grainy pictures of 
people’s food, has 100 million 
users. Still, none of these social 
media sites are close to the colos- 
sal one billion users of Facebook. 

It is mind-boggling to think 
of how these social media web- 
sites connect people, not only 
within a state or a country but 


all over the world. However, 
with the prevalence of Facebook, 
Twitter and LinkedIn, there is 
pressure to establish and main- 
tain virtual connections with 
people. I am wary of these trends 
and questioning whether or not 
I really need to be so “plugged 
in.” It seems to me that we ac- 
cept these new methods of com- 
munication and connection too 
quickly, without considering the 
cultural implications they might 
have. 

Over the semester, the 
ideas of Canadian social histo- 
rian Harold Innis have helped 
me understand my frustrations 
with social media. Innis argued 
that media and communica- 
tion technologies are culturally 
transformative forces. Part of 
this idea addresses how media 
and technologies are normal- 
ized in a culture. For example, 
cellphones, while once uncom- 
mon, are now something every- 
one is expected to own. Until 
three years ago, I didn’t have a 
cellphone and I couldn’t imagine 
ever having one. Then one day, 


I went off to college, cellphone 
in hand and now it feels strange 
if I don’t have that plastic box of 
computer chips weighing down 
my left pocket. 

Innis posited there are two 
types of media: time-biased 
and space-biased. Time-biased 
media transmit knowledge over 
long periods of time, while 
space-biased media disseminate 
knowledge over large areas. Cur- 
rently, our society is dominated 
by space-biased media. This 
trend towards space-biased me- 
dia has caused a shift of cultural 
values where speed of commu- 
nication is valued over quality 
of communication. For example, 
Twitter allows one to broadcast 
140 characters, which dramati- 
cally reduces the quality of the 
information one can transmit. 

The question of course is 
can anything be done? Can we 
start to pull away from the space- 
biased media which dominate 
our communications? The short 
answer is no. Nor would I even 
support such a drastic action. 
Though I view these media with 


a critical eye, they do have their 
uses. What frightens and dis- 
turbs me is not the functionality 
of the media, but the unchecked, 
seemingly unnoticed power they 
have to shift our behaviors. Yes, 
we can communicate informa- 
tion more easily today than one 
hundred years ago, but where 
is the organic person to person 
connection in a text message? Is 
an emoticon the same thing as 
seeing a smile on a friend’s face? 
Can you see the dimples in their 
cheeks or the crinkles around 
their eyes? 

As we dive deeper into the 
virtual world, opting to forge 
more connections through texts, 
Instagram and SnapChat, we be- 
gin to lose the much more emo- 
tionally satisfying connections 
we establish by actually talking 
to people. We can’t get rid of 
these new technologies, but we 
need to learn how to balance 
the virtual world with the real 
world. It is a struggle to alter our 
own habits and to practice self- 
control. 

For me, self-control means 


leaving my cellphone at home, 
deciding not to turn my laptop 
on right when I wake up in the 
morning or even waiting a few 
hours to tell my friends a piece 
of good news, simply because 
I want to see their reactions in 
person. 

The expectation that we join 
these virtual communities is the 
first step down a dangerous path 
in which we sacrifice quality 
of communication for quantity, 
organic interactions for virtual 
interaction, and real human con- 
nections for fiber optic, 4G high- 
speed connections. 

But as they become more 
normal, people will cease to 
question what exactly they are 
doing to our culture and to us as 
humans. We run the risk of los- 
ing valuable connections to not 
only our fellow human beings, 
but to the amazing, vibrant world 
we exist in. 

Connors is a junior media 
studies and digital arts, and mu- 
sic double major. Contact him at 
Iconnors@mail.smcvt.edu. 


Personal Counseling Office 


Personal Counseling 


Appointment 


The hours are: 


Brief Half-Hour 
Drop-In Meetings 


work. 


Another Year Almost Done! 
e Enjoy the results of your good 


Stop by our office in the 
Klein Building or call us at 
(802) 654-2547 and ask 
to set up an appointment 
with a personal counselor. 


Tuesdays 10:30 — noon, 
Thursdays 1 — 2:30 
Fridays 10:30 — noon 
(First Come, First Served 
within these times) 


Health Services 
Stop by the offices in Alumni Hall for Walk-In Service 
or call (802) 654-2234 to set up an appointment. 


St. Michael's College is also a member of the online college mental health resource, ULifeLine. 
Visit them at http://www.ulifeline.org/ for information on different health topics. 


Learn from any mistakes and move 
forward. 


Work hard, play well, and rejuve- 
nate over the summer. 


Take the next few months for self- 
reflection. 


Plan ahead for a successful 2013- 
2014 academic year. 


Best wishes to all graduating 
seniors- Congratulations of a Job 
Well Done!! 
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Violence and coaching: a cliff of acceptability 


By Courtney Burnett 
Guest Columnist 


A kick to the shin, a shove 
to the chest, a ball to the face: 
Mike Rice’s wildly controversial 
coaching techniques have been 
caught on tape and have since 
gone viral. As a result, this Rut- 
gers University’s men’s basket- 
ball coach has been terminated 
in a public frenzy. 

This whirlwind story has 
ripped across our screens and 
blustered down our playing 
fields in recent weeks. As the 
media storm begins to settle, one 
question lingers on our bleachers 
and in our gymnasiums: Where 
do we draw the line between dis- 
cipline in coaching and plain old 
bullying? 

I’m a fan of the tough-love 
coaching style. As a varsity ath- 
lete throughout high school and 


college, I have always believed 
that in order to gain respect from 
his or her players, a coach needs 
to be both direct and firm. 

My high school hockey 
coach was tough. I was no 
stranger to the snarl of Coach 
Broderick’s disapproval or the 
howl of his criticism just inches 
from my face. The sweat from 
his brow and the throb of the 
vein in his forehead are vivid 
in my memory, as is the spittle 
from the harsh delivery of his t’s 
and p’s that hailed down onto my 
face. “Back-check Burnett! Back 
check! Get your ass back to the 
box and take the fucking man! 
Move your feet or take a seat.” I 
was familiar with the kick of a 
water bottle or the toss of a gar- 
bage can toward an unsuspecting 
wall, but he never once touched 
a player. 

The best and most effective 


coaching takes place right on the 
edge of a cliff of acceptability. 
My coach confidently strolled 
along that edge. Mike Rice, on 
the other hand, pencil dived off 
the cliff long ago. Coach Brod- 
erick’s words were what shook 
me and seized my attention. He 
cursed and screamed until his 
voice was gone but those words 
came from a place of good inten- 
tion. Being direct and firm can 
be effective but when this leads 
to both physical and emotional 
violence, a coach is no longer 
coaching, they are bullying. 
Rice, instead, spewed words 
of hatred at his players call- 
ing them derogatory slurs such 
as “faggot” and “fairy” while 
launching basketballs at the back 
of their heads, shoving them in 
the chest and kicking their shins. 
To liken fault or weakness to 
homosexuality will never be 


considered acceptable no mat- 
ter what the level of competition. 
Neither will be laying a forceful 
hand upon a player. 

Athletes are often cited as 
being the number one group 
known for bullying in high 
schools and colleges, but how 
can we expect this to change 
when their coaches are leading 
by example? 

The best way I can describe 
the feelings I had toward my 
coach is frustration, a little fear 
and a deep admiration. He was 
tough, but he was fair. Nothing 
that happened on the ice was 
ever personal, and I never felt 
unsafe or mistreated. I didn’t like 
my coach at the time, but I even- 
tually grew to love him as he cre- 
ated an environment in which I 
learned independence and disci- 
pline, both traits that shaped me 
on and off the ice. He instilled 


me with confidence, pride and 
the will to win, all lessons for 
life success. 

Mike Rice has shoved his 
way through the door to a neces- 
sary discussion of when coach- 
ing turns to abuse. Varsity ath- 
letics are not meant for the faint 
of heart, but will never be an 
acceptable breeding ground for 
bullying and cruelty. 

As long as coaches are 
instilling confidence in their 
players through motivation and 
discipline and not through physi- 
cality, a raised voice and a few 
curse words might actually be 
effective. But let’s keep the kick- 
ing to the odd water bottle or 
trashcan, and not to our players’ 
shins. 

Burnett is a junior media 
studies and digital arts major. 
Contact her at cbhurnett@mail. 
smevt.edu. 


‘Annual Photography Club contest winners 


“Locked in Prague.” This photo was the winner of the Outside the Box category. 


Photo courtesy by Kerstin Middleton 





Photo by Sam Davies 
“Taking Flight.” This photo was the winner of the Your Favorite Photo category. 


The two other winners of the contest are “Brother” by Sarah Cormier for the Humor category and “Full Rainbow, All the Way” by Evan Spencer for Quad Construction. Check 
out all four photos at defender.smcvt.edu. 
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Senior athletes reflect on varsity experience 


By Drew Prescott 
Online Editor 


As graduation approaches, 
The Defender sought reflections 
from the student athletes of the 
class of 2013. 

According to SMCAthletics. 
com, “Nearly 25 percent of St. 
Michael’s students play sports 
at the varsity level.” This quar- 
ter of the student body is faced 
with the challenge of balancing 
academics with the obligations 
brought on by participating in 
NCAA Division II college ath- 
letics. 

While some of the athletes 
interviewed did identify aspects 
of their varsity career that could 
have been improved, the major- 
ity of the responses positively 
reflected the student athlete ex- 
perience at St. Michael’s. 


Photos courtesy of St. Mi- 
chael’s Athletics. 





Laura Levin 
Women’s Ice Hockey 


“The thing I am going to 
miss the most is the girls. It’s 
great to be part of such a tight 
knit group, playing the sport I 
love. While I am going to miss 
the team, I know that they will 
always have a special place in 
my heart and they are always 
what I can come back to.” 

“As a student athlete, there 
have been some challenges, 
mostly with finding time for 
work and free time. The most 
valuable thing I learned from 
being a student athlete is how to 
manage my time.” 





Lyle Nichols 
Men’s Tennis 


“As an athlete I got the op- 
portunity to learn how to deal 
with pressure. A lot of times col- 
lege sports can get really com- 
petitive and can take up a lot 
of time and thought. The most 
valuable thing was learning how 
to balance the pressures of tennis 
with the rest of my college expe- 
riences.” 


Natalie Zimmer 
Women’s Soccer 


“T would say there are two 
things that I miss the most. The 
first is definitely the team aspect, 
the camaraderie and enjoying all 
the different characters on your 
team. Another thing that I miss 
is the competitiveness. When 
you are an athlete your whole life 
it is difficult to just have your ca- 
reer end and try to find another 
passion.” 

“It is easy to get wrapped 
up in the political aspects re- 
garding the team or coaches. 
In hindsight, I wish I didn’t let 
those things affect me as much 
because four years goes by so 
quickly.” 






Photo courtesy of Julia Heald 


Julia Heald 
Women’s Field Hockey 


“What I’ll miss most is the 
competitive aspect. Being able to 
be a part of a team and compet- 
ing together was the best part of 
doing sports here.” 

“Now that’s it’s all over, I 
wish I would have appreciated 
the opportunity more during the 
time I was playing.” 


Caitlin Mahoney 
Women’s Lacrosse 

“The most valuable thing I 
have taken away from my expe- 
rience is the amazing friendships 
I’ve made with all the girls I’ve 
played with. I know I could call 
any of them with anything and 
they would be more than will- 
ing to help. I know these are the 
girls that I will be friends with 
throughout my life.” 

“IT guess I wish we had had 
a winning record one year, but at 
the same time we’ve always kept 
on working hard and that alone 
says something unbelievable 
considering we are non-scholar- 
ship athletes. I wish I could do it 
all again.” 


Logan Kingman 
Men’s Soccer 


“If I could change anything 
I would have spent less time wor- 
rying about mistakes. The time I 
spent worrying over things that 
were in the past was a waste, and 
could have been spent just enjoy- 
ing the experience.” 

“The feeling after a good re- 
sult is what I’m going to miss the 
most. There is.nothing like it.” 





Alex Dalton 
Women’s Tennis — 


“T think the most valuable 
thing I learned was time man- 
agement. I found that during ten- 
nis season, I was more organized 
and made better use of my time 
because of our busy practice and 
match schedule.” 

“I definitely do think I 
missed out on things going on on 
campus because we were either 
traveling so much or because of 
our weekend matches, but I also 
feel if 1 weren’t a student athlete 
I would miss out on so much 
more; from the close friendships 
I have made, to the great team 
building, and the all-around ca- 
maraderie.” 





Andrew Keating 
Men’s Skiing 


“Tl really miss the team at- 
mosphere, its great always hav- 
ing people around to support 
you.” 

“IT wanted to go abroad, but 
I didn’t feel like I could because 
of my commitment to the team.” 





D.J. Dauria 
Men’s Lacrosse 


“Looking back, I wish the 
lacrosse team got the support, 
money and respect that we de- 
serve from the athletic depart- 
ment. Not until this year did they 
realize the potential and success 
we have achieved the four years 
I have been here.” 

“I missed out on P-Days be- 
cause of lacrosse, but the chance 
to win and celebrate is better 
than any P-Day.” 

“T’ll really miss the guys on 
the team, they’re like brothers to 


” 


me. 
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St. Michael’s sports teams 
shouldn’t have away games on 
P-Day. 

While the students of St. 
Michael’s were out enjoying the 
P-Day festivities on April 27, 
the baseball team had a game at 
Bentley; the men’s and women’s 
lacrosse teams had road games 
against Le Moyne and New Ha- 
ven, respectively. 

Preparation Day, or as we 


call it around these parts, P-Day, 


happens towards the end of each 
spring semester at St. Michael’s. 
Food vendors from around the 
local area set up camp under a 
tent ahd charge students tokens 
for their products. Aside from 
the food tent, inflatables are 
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scattered throughout the 300s 


field. It is a day that is on stu- 


dents’ minds throughout the year 
and where a lot of memories are 
made. 

But the baseball and la- 
crosse teams didn’t have the 
opportunity to enjoy any of this 
goodness on a 70 degree day 
where clouds were absent of 
view. They were instead put on 
buses to play road games, all of 
which were hundreds of miles 
away from campus. 

St. Michael’s student-ath- 
letes are not exceptionally privi- 
leged. : 

Only the men’s and wom- 
en’s basketball teams have full 
scholarships available while the 


rest of the St. Michael’s teams 
— programs that are often more 
successful — don’t have the abil- 
ity to provide such financial aid. 

As the student-athletes in 
the baseball and lacrosse pro- 
grams are not on athletic schol- 
arships, they still face the same 
sticker price and discount rate of 
$48,740 and 49 percent, respec- 
tively. In other words, they are 
paying for their P-Day. 

Aside from sacrificing their 
time for practice and physical 
training, members of St. Mi- 
chael’s athletic teams are also 


forced to miss class due to sched- 


uling conflicts. 
Most student-athletes un- 
derstand that part of being in 


9351-9000 


WWW.LEONARDOSONLINE.COM 


ORDER ONLINE 


FREE DELIVERY/CARRY OUT 


10% OFF WITH COLLEGE ID 


TRADITIONAL MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 
CLASSIC PEPPERONI DELUXE 


the role involves making sacri- 
fices in terms of academics, time 
and social life. But at the end of 
the day — no matter if you’re in- 
volved in theatre or the leading 
scorer on the lacrosse team — we 
are all members of the St. Mi- 
chael’s community. P-Day is the 
day where the puzzle pieces of 
that community come together. 

Even if the teams couldn’t 
afford to have the day off entire- 
ly, having a home game would 
have made it possible for the 
teams to enjoy at least part of the 
day. 

Aside from making the ar- 
gument on the student-athletes’ 
behalf, the home games would 
have made a nice addition to P- 


Day. Who doesn’t enjoy watch- 
ing a game on a beautiful day? 

Earlier in the semester I 
wrote how the college needs to 
improve upon its promotion of 
sporting events on campus. P- 
Day would have been a great op- 
portunity for teams to get their 
names out there. As spectators 
would have been in great moods 
to begin with, having a home 
crowd could give the teams a se- 
rious advantage. 

Those making the final de- 
cisions must remember that P- 
Day is one of the main events of 
the year. 





SIGNATURE GOURMET MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 


ROASTED MAINE POTATO 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Green Spinach, 


mary and Feta Cheese 
BASIL PESTO CHICKEN 


Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Freshly Sliced Potatoes, Smoked Bacon, Rose- 


Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken 


ions with Gorgonzola Cheese 


Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red On- 


MOLLY’S CHICKEN MUSHROOM CARBONARA 


Alfredo Sauce, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Cheddar/Mozzarella/Parmesan 


ed Chicken 
FENNEL SAUSAGE GOURMET 


Cheese, Freshly Sliced Mushrooms and Red Onions, Smoked Bacon, Marinat- 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Hot Italian Sausage, 
Fennel, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola 


Cheese 
CLASSIC CHICKEN CORDON BLEU 


Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 


LEONARDO'S BASICS 


SAUCE & CHEESE PIZZA MED $9.95 LG $14.25 PLUS TAX 

SAUCES CRUSTS 

Zesty Tomato Hand Tossed Traditional 

Creamy Alfredo Extra Thin or Thick 

Olive Oil Garlic King Arthur White 

Pesto Pine Nut King Arthur Certified 

Thai Peanut Organic Wheat MED ADD .50LG ADD .75 
Barbecue Gluten Free - MED ONLY ADD $3.00 


PIZZA TOPPINGS MED $1.50 each LG $1.75 each PLUS TAX 


CHICKEN WINGS 
REGULAR / HOT / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


PANKO CRUSTED BONELESS TENDERS 
REGULAR / BBQ / BUFFALO / THAI 


SINGLE (1Lb) $7.25./ DOUBLE (2 Lb) $13.50 
DOUBLE DOUBLE (4 Lb) $25.00 PLUS TAX 


FRESH BREADSTICKS FRESH Ds. 
GARLIC $3.75 GARDEN $4.75 


CHEESY $4.75 
SWEET CINNAMON $3.75 


GREEK $5.75 PLUS TAX 


Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Peppers and White Mushrooms 
MEAT LOVER’S REVENGE ' 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, Hot Italian 
Sausage, Ground Western Beef and New England Baked Ham 

NICOLE’S BACON CHEESEBURGER PARADISE 

Ketchup, Honey Mustard, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Sliced Red 
Onions, Extra Ground Beef, Cob Smoked Bacon, Sprinkles of Gorgonzola 
Cheese 

*AMANDA’S SIX FEET UNDER 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Fresh Chopped Garlic, Italian 
Pepperoni, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Cob Smoked Bacon, Hot Italian Sau- 
sage ; 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND DELIGHT 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, New England Baked Ham, Cob 
Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli and Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

TEXAS HOT BUFFALO CHICKEN 

Zesty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, 

Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheeses 
ROASTED CHICKEN BBQ 

Barbecue Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 


. Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers 


LEONARDO’S WORKS MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Italian Pepperoni, New England 
Baked Ham, Hot Italian Sausage, Freshly Cut Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red 
Onions, Green Peppers and California Black Olives 


Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Blended Cheeses 
ASIAN THAI CHICKEN 

Thai Peanut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Marinated Chicken Breast, 
Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers and 


INSPIRED VEGETARIAN MED $13.50 LG $18.50 PLUS TAX 
VEGETARIAN WORKS 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White 
“Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions, Plum Tomatoes and California Black 
Olives 

GORGONZOLA GOURMET, 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Green Spinach, 

Plum Tomatoes, Marinated Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 
EXOTIC GREEK ISLAND 

Tomato Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Freshly Chopped Garlic, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes 

and California Black Olives with Greek Feta Cheese 

FOUR CHEESE FUSION 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes 

with Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan and Gorgonzola Cheeses 

PESTO FETA MEDITERRANEAN 

Basil Pesto Nut Sauce, Cheddar/Mozzarella Cheese, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Red 
Onions, Artichoke Hearts with Feta Cheese 

THE VEGAN SALVATION MED $14.25 LG $19.50 PLUS TAX 

Olive Oil Garlic Sauce, Vegan Soy Cheese, Fresh Chopped Spinach, 

Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, Plum Tomatoes, Black Olives 
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By Matt Prescott 
Staff Writer 


The St. Michael’s men’s 
lacrosse. team lost 15-4 to Le 
Moyne on Saturday and will fin- 
ish fourth in the Northeast 10. 
The game capped off an improb- 
able regular season run, filled 
with headlines for the Purple 
Knights. 

Shortly before the season 
began, head coach Brian Kings- 
bury announced his resignation 
from the institution to take the 
same position with .a start-up 
program at Lynn University in 
Florida. During the 2012 cam- 
paign, his only full season at 
the helm, Kingsbury helped St. 
Michael’s claim an appearance 
in the Northeast-10 Conference 
Championship semifinals while 
being ranked as high as ninth na- 
tionally in Division II. 

In came interim coach Pat 
Ivory, ’08. Ivory, a defenseman, 
played for the Purple Knights 
between 2004 and 2008. He was 
also a three-year assistant coach 
for St. Michael’s between 2009 
and 2011. The hiring of Ivory 
made him the third different 
head coach in as many years. 

About a month before the 
first game, the offseason’ took 
another unexpected turn when 
former men’s lacrosse head 
coach Paul Schimoler died at the 
age of 45. Schimoler, Ivory’s for- 
mer head coach at St. Michael’s, 
died after a short battle with can- 
cer. During his eight years with 
the program between 2004 and 
2011, Schimoler not only put to- 
gether the longest head coaching 
tenure in the program’s 30-year 
history, but posted a school-re- 
cord 61 wins. 

Before each game, Ivory 
and his team take a knee on the 
40 yard line — Schimoler’s num- 
ber as a goalie at Cornell — and 
pray for him and his family. 

“It helps us to put into per- 
spective that we are fortunate 
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Men’s lacrosse season anything but ‘predictable’ 


After starting season 1-2, St. Michael's rebounded to finish with a record of 10-4; playoffs begin April 30 


enough to play this game in his 
memory,” Ivory said. 

With so much distraction 
early on, the season started out 
slow as the team dropped its first 
game at Mercyhurst. The Purple 
Knights looked to rebound four 
days later against Mercy College 
in New York. 

Traveling to the game, the 
bus carrying the team struck a 
sports car that had spun out of 
control on the wet Interstate 87 
highway. The crash sent the bus 
toppling onto its side, and into 
a ditch on the side of the road. 
One person in the sports car died 
from the accident. Neither the 
34 student athletes nor the two 
coaches onboard were seriously 
hurt. 

The team would later win 
its game at Mercy, but Ivory said 
the incident left St. Michael’s 
with heavy hearts and an uncer- 
tainty on what the rest of the sea- 
son held. 

“Our focus went from win- 
ning lacrosse games to inform- 
ing our parents of our health and 
keeping ourselves mentally pre- 
pared to continue traveling,” Ivo- 
ry said. “Myself and the admin- 
istration seriously considered 
cancelling the trip and return- 
ing home. But as I asked each 
player if they wanted to go home 
or continue on, every single one 
wanted to press on. This near 
death experience reminded us of 
how lucky we are to be given the 
opportunity to play this game we 
all love so much.” 

The Purple Knights dropped 
the next game and fell to 1-2 with 
the conference games on their 
schedule still remaining. 

In the next nine games, the 
Purple Knights did something 
that no team in the history of the 
program had achieved: they won 
them all. The longest winning 
streak the team had prior to this 
year was eight, set by the 1987 
squad. 

The streak included wins 
against Southern New Hamp- 
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Photo by Jean-Marie McGrath : 


Max Zuccarini, 713, fends off Merrimack’s Jamie Shand, ’16, Wednesday at Duffy Field where St. Michael’s 


peace lost the game 10-8. 


shire, Bentley, Franklin Pierce 
and Adelphi, a team that was 
ranked number two in the coun- 
try at the time and has only lost 
to St. Michael’s this year. Adel- 
phi head coach Gordon Purdie 
said he was impressed with St. 
Michael’s. 

“Both teams played with 
heart and passion, but experience 
and senior leadership helped St. 
Mikes secure the victory,” Pur- 
die said. 

Senior leadership has been 
a theme so far this year for the 
Purple Knights, as Marty Vanzo, 


°13, continues to impress. Vanzo 
leads the team in goals and as- 
sists, and is currently third in the 
league with 32 goals scored and 
second with 53 total points. 

Ivory, along with his team, 
said he hopes this year’s success 
will take the program to new lev- 
els in the future. D.J. Dauria, ’13, 
said the season has been impor- 
tant in generating publicity for 
the program. 

“This year has been great 
for us making press on many dif- 
ferent major lacrosse forums and 
web pages and will help put our 


name out there and give the pro- 
gram the ability to reach players 
who are talented and outside the 
New England area,” Dauria said. 

As the season winds down, 
predictions begin to be made on 
how far this team can go; now 
and in the future. Ivory and his 
players will be quick to remind 


you this season has been any- » 


thing but “predictable.” 

The Purple Knights are 
scheduled to begin their postsea- 
son on Tuesday at 2 p.m. as they 
will host Southern New er 
shire at home. 


